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Joy McDaniel became Oklahoma’s first fe-

male community college president in 2011 

when she was chosen to lead Murray State 

College.  McDaniel first came to Murray 

State as a member of the faculty and has 

served the college with distinction for more 

than 30 years.  Under President McDaniel’s 

leadership, Murray State College has  estab-

lished itself as a true community college in  

every sense of the word.    

Joy McDaniel, President

As  president of Murray State College, I have the privi-

lege  of working with  an outstanding board of re-

gents, wonderful faculty and staff, and students who 

amaze me every day.  The college has long been an 

integral part of the Tishomingo and Ardmore commu-

nities which are invaluable in our mission of providing 

opportunities for student learning, personal growth 

and professional success. The college has been wel-

comed as a community partner, and we value the 

opportunity to develop and participate in events that 

enhance our communities.  The 2014-15 academic 

year has been full of  changes as we work to continue 

providing opportunities for students, especially first-

generation and non-traditional students.  There is 

building in progress, and it is an exciting time at Mur-

ray State College. We look forward to the future with 

great anticipation for growth and success.  It truly 

does take a village to make good things hap-

pen, and we have a village comprised of  

leaders who take their roles seriously and 

invest a great deal of time in making our col-

lege the best it can be.  It would not be possi-

ble to achieve such high levels of student 

success without each and every dedicated 

administrator, staff and faculty member here 

at Murray State.  I am honored to lead this 

outstanding campus community that is home 

to some of Oklahoma’s finest students, alum-

ni and higher education professionals. 



   DEGREES AND CERTIFICATES 

Associate of Arts (A.A.) 

Art 

Child Development 

Communication and Performance Studies 

Options: Communication; Musical Theatre; Theatre 

English-Language Arts 

Enterprise Development (Reach Higher Program) 

Options: Business Administration; General Studies 

History 

Pre-Professional—Legal Emphasis 

Associate of Science (A.S.) 

Agriculture or Agriculture Education Option 

Behavioral Science 

Options:  Psychology; Sociology 

Business 

Chemistry (Physics) 

Computer Science 

Conservation and Wildlife Management 

Criminal Justice—COPs Option 

Elementary Education 

Enterprise Development (Reach Higher Program) 

Options: Business Administration; General Studies 

General Studies 

Mathematics 

Health-Wellness and Human Performance 

Associate of Science (A.S.) cont. 

Pre-Professional 

Dentistry Emphasis; Medicine Emphasis; Optometry 

Emphasis; Pharmacy Option; Veterinary Medicine Option 

Associate of Applied Science (A.S.S.) 

Business Management 

Options: Business Office Technology; Legal Assistant; Medical Office Assistant 

Child Development 

Computer Information Systems 

Gunsmithing Technology 

Nursing 

Occupational Therapy Assistant 

Physical Therapist Assistant 

Veterinary Technology 

Certificate Programs 

Child Development Workforce Development Certificate of Mastery 

Veterinary Technology:  Veterinary Assistant Certificate 

Cooperative Agreements 

(Pontotoc in Ada; Kiamichi in Atoka, Durant and Hugo; Red River in Duncan;       

Southern Oklahoma in Ardmore) 

Applied Technology (A.A.S.) 

Business Management (A.A.S.)  Business Office Technology; Medical Office Assistant 



REVENUE FOR FY 2015 

(FROM FY 2015 EXTERNAL AUDIT) 

Tuition & Fees       45.6% 

State Appropriations       40.5% 

Grants and Contracts         8.7% 

Other Sources         5.1% 

EXPENSES BY ACTIVITY/FUNCTION FY 2015 

(FROM FY15 SRA3)  

Instruction       45.6 % 

Student Services        11.4% 
Operation/Maintenance        10.9% 
Academic Support               12.4%
Institutional Support       12.4% 

Scholarships & Fellowships             5.6% 

Public Service         1.8% 

45% 

12.3% 

11.5% 

11.9% 

EXPENSES BY OBJECT  FOR FY 2015  

(FROM FY 2015 EXTERNAL AUDIT) 

Personnel Services        71.3%    

Supplies & Other Expenses            16.5% 
Scholarships          5.6% 

Utilities           3.3% 
Property & Equipment          1.6% 

Travel          1.5% 

Books & Periodicals           0.2%52% 

18% 

BY THE NUMBERS…………… 

2014-2015 

Student population 
2,473 

Student-to-faculty ratio 
16 : 1 

Female=70 percent 
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Male=30 percent 

How It Adds Up 



   Color Me Murray  PSP Community Color Run in Honor of Veterans Day

The President’s Scholars Program (PSP) is designed to offer 

an enriching personal, cultural, and academic experience 

to outstanding students at Murray State College.  The 

program includes bi-weekly seminars, an educational field 

trip in the fall semester, and individual research projects 

carried out under the supervision of Murray State College 

faculty members.  

President Joy McDaniel and members of Murray State’s 

Alpha Epsilon chapter of Phi Theta Kappa International 

Honor Society took part in a statewide academic awards 

presentation at the State Capitol in Oklahoma City.  Phi 

Theta Kappa is an international honor society established 

in 1918 to recognize the academic achievements of two-

year college students.   

Student SUCCESS 
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This year’s summer STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics) camp brought 38 
students from across Oklahoma to Murray State 
College.  The academy is a grant-funded free 
camp designed to immerse participants in STEM-
related activities. Students are selected to partic-
ipate with the goal of offering opportunities to 
explore career possibilities not previously consid-
ered through first-hand exposure and education. 

“A journey of a thousand miles must begin with a single step.” — Lao Tzu 

STEM CAMP 

Costa Rica …… Eleven students from Murray State’s Rainforest Ecology

class along with MSC faculty traveled to the La Suerte Biological Field Station in northeastern Costa 

Rica, one of the most biologically diverse regions in the world.  The class, created by instructor Michele 

Elmer, met for six weeks of traditional classroom work at the end of the fall semester, then embarked 

on an eight-day travel adventure over winter break.  

As a student at MSC, Michele Elmer enrolled in a Mexican ecology course that made a huge impact on 

her life, and she wanted the same for her students.  



Whether it’s cleaning up riverbeds, bringing the campus 

downtown, or sharing theatrical talents, Murray State Col-

lege believes college is part of the community and commu-

nity is part of the college.  Students from near and far 

come to Murray State College and are happy to find a 

home away from home.  Our students have been wel-

comed in the communities we serve, and we make it a pri-

ority to give back.  Last year, students worked at Tisho-

mingo’s Pennington Creek to help clean the riverbank and 

promote awareness.  Our theatre department produces a 

variety of  productions each year and esteemed guests vis-

it on a regular basis.   Being a Murray State College Aggie 

means giving back to the communities we serve. 

Community Focus—Working Together for Good 

MSC students had a rare opportunity to meet and learn about the Holocaust from Ms. Inge Auerbacher who spent three years in Czechoslovakia’s Terezin Con-

centration Camp.    A chemist by profession, she has written three books and received many awards for her work teaching tolerance and human rights.  “She  has 

a true spirit of liberation, relentlessly pursues freedom, and serves as an ambassador of justice, hope, and compassion.   Her achievements in enlightening and 

motivating others are truly remarkable and will ever stand tall as a beacon of hope for the oppressed,” 

says Charles Yesudas, chair of MSC’s Global Education 

Committee. 

Holocaust Survivor 

Ms. Inge Auerbacher 



The MSC Annual Report was prepared and distributed on authorization of the Board for Murray State College as part of the work of the institution.  There were 50 copies printed by Price’s Printing in Durant, Oklahoma at 

a cost of $175.  MSC, in compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended, Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, and other Federal laws and regulations, does not 

discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in its programs and activities. For information regarding non-discrimination policies, contact Director of Human Resources at 580-387-7131. 

It is our MISSION………to provide 
Opportunities for Student Learning, Personal Growth, Professional Success and Community Enhancement 

Tishomingo National Treasure…The theatre program at Murray 

State College was selected for inclusion in the 2014 edition of Playbill, a 

yearly publication produced by Alpha Psi Omega and Delta Psi Omega.  With 

over 1,000 chapters, Alpha Psi Omega is the largest national honor society in 

America.  Colleges and universities of recognized standing, having an estab-

lished theatre program or club for the purpose of producing plays, are eligi-

ble for membership.  Delta Psi Omega was officially recognized as the junior 

college division of Alpha Psi Omega in 1936.  Today, there are more than 350 

Delta Psi Omega casts.  Murray State was selected as one of 21 theatre pro-

grams profiled in Playbill, alongside others including Whitter College, Ste-

phen F. Austin University, University of Richmond, and Hillsdale College.   

Murray on Main has 

found its place in both 

the Tishomingo and 

Ardmore communities.  

Bringing Murray State 
College to Main Street 

has  generated 
revenue and  provided 

students with 

opportunities for 

hands-on experience 

at the retail level. 

Outside the Box 





Soccer Heats 

UP 

REACHING THE GOAL….This was a year of many firsts for MSC soccer.  With men’s soccer in place and playing well,  a women’s team took to the field for the first time and brought 

home the school’s first win.  The MSC women’s soccer team went 5-8-1 in its debut season, with one player named NJCAA Division III Player of the Week and another, (scoring the team’s first goal below) receiv-

ing a soccer scholarship to a four-year institution where she will complete her bachelor’s degree.  “Our goal for next season is to continue to grow and develop the program so we may be competitive and have 

fun in the process,” reports Shane Ross, MSC Men’s Soccer Coach.  “The goal of our program is 

helping student athletes move on to finish their bachelor’s degrees,” says Head Women’s Coach 

Cortney Wiesler.       



CONCURRENT ENROLLMENT 

Thanks to support of the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education, students in 

their senior year of high school (starting the summer after their junior year) can take 

up to 18 collegiate hours tuition free.  Area high schools benefit as well through the 

program by providing more options with no major budget increase required.  With 

high school approval, courses may count as dual credit satisfying both the high school 

requirement and the college program requirement.   

High school students who concurrently enroll at Murray State College receive special 

recognition at graduation, and studies report that students who participate in 

concurrent enrollment during high school perform better at the college level than 

other first-time entering freshman students. 

Participating Schools in Murray State 

College Service Area: 

Ardmore High School, Coalgate High School, 

Coleman High School, Davis High School, Dickson 

High School,  Durant High School,  Elmore City-

Pernell High School, Fort Towson High School, 

Healdton High School,  Home School, Kingston High 

School, Lone Grove High School, Madill High 

School, Marietta High School, Milburn High School, 

Mill Creek High School, Pauls Valley High School, 

Plainview High School,  Ringling High School, Roff 

High School, Ryan High School, Springer High School, Sterling High School, Stratford High School, Sulphur High 

School, Thackerville High School, Tishomingo High School, Turner High School, Wapanucka High School, 

Wilson High School,  and Wynnewood High School. 

Macy 

Cothran 



Allen Benson 

Leading and Learning Outside the Classroom 



University Center of Southern Oklahoma 
The Oklahoma State Legislature devel-

oped the Ardmore Higher Education 

Center as a pilot project to create the 

state’s first consortium-model university 

center. Murray State College became part 

of the  Ardmore Higher Education Center 

in 1974, with classes held at Ardmore 

High School.  In 1977, the pilot program 

was made permanent by state statute, 

and  a new building was constructed on 

property belonging to the Ardmore 

School District.  In 2010, the center’s 

name was changed to the University 

Center of Southern Oklahoma (UCSO). 

Values for Student Success 

 Maximum Development of Student Potential  

Open Access to Educational Opportunities  

Commitment to Integrity and Excellence  

Preparing Tomorrow’s Leaders  

Ethical Behavior  

Appreciation of Global Economic Issues and Cultures 

U 
C 
S 
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The  Murray State College 

UCSO complex houses six 

faculty members, academic 

and financial aid advisors, 

support staff, a testing center, 

classrooms and a mathematics 

laboratory.   A library and 

study areas are also available 

for students. 

At UCSO, Murray State College 

serves as a comprehensive       

community college offering a full 

range of academic and technical 

programs leading to associate       

degrees and playing an important 

and meaningful role in providing 

educational opportunities.  Half 

the MSC student constituency is 

served by UCSO  through 

traditional, ITV and online courses 

and programs.  

ARDMORE 



Murray State College offers a four semester and one 

summer session nursing program with new classes beginning 

in the fall of each year. At the completion of the nursing 

program, students will graduate with an Associate in 

Applied Science degree and are eligible to write the 

National Council Licensure Examination (NCLEX) for 

registered nurses. MSC offers two distinct entry options:  

The Traditional Path and Career Mobility Online path.   

NURSING AND ALLIED 

HEALTH 

As part of 2014 homecoming festivities, a groundbreaking ceremony was held 
for the new agriculture and science building. The proposed building will add  
approximately 45,000 square feet of new classroom, lab and meeting spaces to 
the campus. The ground level will house multiple teaching labs, classrooms, 
offices, and a 200-seat lecture hall. A 20,000 square foot upper level will house 
classrooms and state-of-the-art lab spaces. The building also includes non-
traditional class settings where students can collaborate with instructors in 
“think tanks.” The new building will be built on the south side of the campus as 
part of the Murray State College master plan.  



The Physical Therapy Assistant program 
was  accredited in 1997 and leads to an 
Associate in Applied Science degree.  Since 
1997, the program has graduated over 250 
students with a graduation rate this year of 
81.2 percent.  Graduates have over a 90 
percent first-time pass rate and a 100 
percent ultimate pass rate on the NPTE 
licensure examination. Graduates who 
sought employment report finding jobs 
within six months of graduation and report a 
program satisfaction rate of 90 percent on 
graduate surveys.   

Upon successful completion of Murray State’s 
Occupational Therapy Assistant program, 
students are eligible to take the National 
Board Certification OT Examination. Upon 
successful passage of this exam, graduates are 
eligible to apply for license as an OTA.  The 
OTA works under supervision of, and in 
collaboration with, occupational therapists to 
help others engage in the job of living. 
Occupational therapy focuses on enabling 
people of all ages to regain, develop, or 
master the activities of daily life.  

PHYSICAL THERAPY ASSISTANT PROGRAM 

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY ASSISTANT PROGRAM 



The Gunsmithing Technology program at Murray State College leads to an A.A.S. and teaches all 

aspects of building and repair-

ing firearms.  Murray State is 

home to Oklahoma’s only ac-

credited gunsmithing technolo-

gy program and is one of only six accredited programs in the nation.  Waiting lists for enroll-

ment remain long, and graduates who seek employment in the field are highly marketable. 

GUNSMITHING TECHNOLOGY 

VETERINARY TECHNOLOGY 
The Veterinary Technology program at Murray 

State College was the first in Oklahoma and 

remained the state’s only community college 

Vet Tech program until 1980.  The program 

graduates an average of 13 students per year 

with a three-year average pass rate of 100 per-

cent for the Oklahoma State Board.  The pro-

gram’s mission is to “produce graduates who 

will be credentialed professional members of 

the veterinary medical team." 



Agriculture 

Art 

Business 

Communication 

Computer Science 

Education 

Theatre 

Finding the Future



BUILDING A STRONG FOUNDATION 
After graduating from Murray State College, and before serving as the college president’s executive assistant, Malynda Cobb, 

the new Executive Director of the MSC Foundation, worked in the non-profit sector for both a local  counseling agency and a chil-

dren’s shelter.    

“My parents have instilled in me the heart of stewardship, and  I look forward to helping provide enrichment to our community and the 

students we serve. It is an honor to work with the foundation’s board of directors to create an even stronger commitment to raising funds for 

student  scholarships, and I am humbled by the privilege of leading the college’s foundation as we begin this new chapter in our story.” 

“Malynda will bring leadership and creativity to the foundation’s initiatives and a deep sense of commitment to the campus and community as a whole.”

Strong Leadership = Strong Foundation 

During the 2014-15 year, Murray State College President Joy 

McDaniel was appointed by Governor Mary Fallin to serve 

on the Governor’s Education Advisory Committee.  She will 

join six other leaders from the higher education community, 

along with leaders from K-12 and career technology centers, 

to advise the Governor on education policy and aid in     

development and implementation of the “Oklahoma Works” 

initiative.  The initiative seeks to develop local partnerships    

between public and private sectors to ensure that students

have access to education and training necessary to succeed 

in the workforce. 

President Joy McDaniel



The MSC Foundation provides support for Murray State College through student scholarships, faculty initiatives and college projects.  The current 

membership of close to 500 is comprised of donors who contributed $25 or more.  The MSC Foundation generated over $121,000 in the 2014-15 year. 

The Murray State College Foundation awarded over 200 student scholarships 
and established 17 new scholarships  during the 2014-2015 school year.

IT’S ALL ABOUT THE SCHOLARSHIPS 

Foundation scholarship recipients, (from left) Keara Bourland, Bailey Christy, and Kamee 

Harris with Executive Director Malynda Cobb.  Not pictured:  Abbey Northam. 

2014-2015 

Foundation Board Members 

Micah Taylor—Chair 

Stan Marshall—Vice Chair 

Norma Howard—Secretary 

Judy Huston —Treasurer 

Basil Bigbie 

Fred Chapman 

Fred Gordon 

Joy McDaniel  

Dustin Rowe  

Peggy Shaffer 

Larry Sloan 

Martin VanMeter  

Dr. Clyde Kindell—Ex-Officio Member 

Executive Director, Malynda Cobb 

“We make a living by what we get.  We make a life by what we give.” 

 —Winston Churchill 



ONCE AN AGGIE, 

ALWAYS AN AGGIE 

Come Home 
to  

The Alumni Reunion brought over 150 alumni and friends to campus during this year’s Homecoming Week 

celebration.  Classes of 1965, 1990, and 2005 were introduced, and six individuals were inducted to the Alumni 

Hall of Fame with many friends and family on hand  to applaud their distinctive and notable accomplishments. 

Murray State College has an outstanding alumni 

base and has seen annual and lifetime member-

ships increase this year.  In an  ongoing effort to 

boost membership, the college continues      

reaching out to potential new members.  Names 

of lifetime members in the Murray State College 

Alumni Association are engraved on a perpetual 

plaque that hangs on campus. 



HOMECOMING CELEBRATION 

Alumni Hall of Fame 
President Joy McDaniel surrounded by  2014-15 Hall of Fame inductees (below from left) Dr. Mary Jane Nelson, Mr. Larry  Edwards, Mr. Glen Moore, Mr. Gary Lower (for Mr. Jim Gordon),  

Mr. Henry Bowlan, and Ms. Kerry Harris, daughter of  Dr. Freeman McKee (awarded posthumously) 

Dr. Freeman McKee—1916-1985 

Former Murray State College Presi-

dent Dr. Freeman McKee is still a 

legend on the campus he served 

from 1962-1967.  An  outstanding 

student and basketball player in his 

youth, Dr. McKee earned a doctor-

ate from OSU and, after leaving 

MSC, went on to become president 

of Oklahoma Panhandle State Uni-

versity  and a VP  at Lawton’s Cam-

eron University. He is credited with 

creating  a sense of family at MSC. 

Mr. Jim Gordon from Spaulding 

played basketball at Murray and 

earned an Associate of Science in 

Engineering degree in 1955.  He 

completed his master’s degree in 

chemistry at OSU.  Working as a 

chemist for most of his life, Mr. 

Gordon also served the United 

States as an officer in the 45th Divi-

sion during WWII.  Retired since  

1994, Mr. Gordon and his wife of 54 

years, Modenia, reside in Ashdown, 

Arkansas and enjoy trips in their RV. 

Mr. Glen Moore spent over 27 

years teaching and coaching bas-

ketball throughout Oklahoma.  

Winning awards at every turn, he 

was named Oklahoma All-State 

Coach in 1972, Oklahoma-Texas All

-Star Game Coach in 1981, and 

Oklahoma Girls’ Basketball Coach-

es Association Coach-of-the Year in 

1991.  He stands in the Lindsay All-

Girl Tournament Hall of Fame and 

the Oklahoma Girls’ Basketball 

Coaches’ Association Hall of Fame. 

Dr. Mary Jane Bennett Nelson 

arrived at MSC in 1957 after gradu-

ating from Tishomingo HS as vale-

dictorian. She holds a Master of 

Business Education degree,  a mas-

ter’s degree in Counseling Psychol-

ogy and a Ph.D. in Management 

Communication. With 50 years’ 

teaching experience, she served on 

numerous committees and worked 

with state education leaders to 

lobby for higher education funding. 

In retirement, she  is focused on 

family and civic interests.   

Mr. Larry Edwards, as described 

by lifelong friend JB Brown, is a 

man of character and integrity.  

And a winning student, sports 

standout, class president, and 

member the honor society at Dun-

can HS.  In his nomination, JB 

Brown reports that MSC brought a 

renewed purpose, inspired by 

friends and professors on campus, 

to Mr. Edwards’ life. Mr. Edwards 

excelled in the technology field  

where he rose to the top at Texas 

Instruments and Reliability, Inc. 

Mr. Henry Bowlan came to Mur-

ray State College in 1960 as a 

general agriculture and animal 

science major.  Since 1974, he 

has been breeding and raising 

champion horses alongside wife 

Linda and their son Chuck. In 

celebration of its 50th year, the 

American Paint Horse Associa-

tion inducted 25 horsemen to its 

Hall of Fame with Henry and 

Linda Bowlan at the top of the 

very short and prestigious list. 







TISHOMINGO CAMPUS 

ONE MURRAY CAMPUS 

TISHOMINGO, OK  73460 

580-387-7000 

ARDMORE 
CAMPUS 

611 VETERANS 

BOULEVARD 

ARDMORE, OK  73401 

580-220-2858 

mscok.edu 
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